GENIUS AND CHARACTER
"Certainly."
"Well, I have chosen the Mediterranean, and
here I have a formidable ally in Nietzsche."
The name aroused an association in his mind
and, speaking in German, he quoted the proudest
of Nietzsche's utterances: "Do I seem to strive
for happiness? I strive on behalf of my work!"
I pointed out that this idea really derived from
Goethe, and I asked him whether he shared
Goethe's notion that character is moulded by the
blows of fate.
He nodded assent: "It is to the crises I have
had to pass through and to the difficulties I have
had to surmount that I owe what I am. Because
of that, one must always stake one's all."
"Therewith you run the risk of destroying
yourself and your work by taking needless risks."
"Life has its price," he answered confidently.
"You cannot live without risk. This very day I
went into battle once more."
"If you were consistent in that view, you
would not seek to protect yourself," I said.
"I don't," he rejoined.
"Whatl" I exclaimed, "Do you not recognise
that again and again some one of your enemies
risks his own life in the hope of depriving you
of yours ?"
"Oh, I understand what you are driving at.